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tion which will, at any rate, prove how high my apprecia*
tion was of your services to your country,

' Your affectionate King,

'WILLIAM,*

The negotiations between Berlin and Vienna and
between Prussia and the other German states, which
occupied the time from the Gastein Convention to the
outbreak of the war, are known from the public records.
In South Germany strife and conflict with Prussia partly
gave way before a 'Germane-patriotic * feeling; in Schlcs-
wig-Holstein, those whose wishes had not been gratified
began to reconcile themselves to the new order of things;
only the Guelfs were never weary of carrying on a paper
war over the events of 1866.

The disadvantageous shape in which, as a reward for
her exertions and achievements, the Vienna Congress left
Prussia could only be maintained if we were sure of those
states of the old confederacy that had been thrust in
between the two parts of the monarchy as a result of the
Seven Years' war. I had actively laboured to win over
Hanover and ray friend Count Platen to thin end, and
there was every prospect that at least a treaty of neu-
trality would be brought about when Count Platen was
negotiating with me in Berlin on January 21, 1866, about
the marriage of Princess Fredcrica of Hanover with our
young Prince Albrecht We had brought both courts so
far towards an understanding that the only thing still to
be done was to bring about a meeting between the young
lady and gentleman, in order to make sure of their impres-
sion of each other.

But as early as March or April they began in Hanover
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